 This is the only miracle in the gospels in which the sufferer is said to have been afflicted from his birth. In Acts we twice hear 'people who had been helpless from their birth (the lame man the Beautiful Gate of the Temple in Acts 3: 2, and the cripple in Lystra in Acts14: 8), but this is the only man in the gospel story who had been so afflicted. He must have been a well-known character, for the disciples knew all about him.
When they saw him, they used the opportunity to put to Jesus a problem with which Jewish thought had always been deeply concerned, and which is still a problem. 

The Jews connected suffering and sin. They worked on the assumption wherever there was suffering, somewhere there was sin. So they asked Jesus their question. "This man," they said, " is blind. Is his blindness due to his own sin, or to the sin of his parents? "
In the time of Jesus certain Jews did believe that a man's affliction, even if it be from birth, might come from sin that he had committed before he was born. It is a strange idea, and it may seem to us almost fantastic; but at its heart lays the idea of a sin-infected universe.

The alternative was that the man's affliction was due to the sin of his parents. The idea that children inherit the con​sequences of their parents' sin is woven into the thought of the Old Testament. " I the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children to the third and the fourth generation" (Exodus 20: 5: cp. Exodus 34: 7, Numbers 14: 18). 

Jesus does not try to follow out or to explain the connection of sin and suffering. He says that this man's affliction came to him to give an opportunity of showing what God can do. There are two senses in which that is true. For John the miracles are always a sign of the glory and the power of God. The writers of the other gospels had a different point of view; and regarded them as a demonstration of the compassion of Jesus.
To help a fellow man in need is to manifest the glory of God, for it is to show what God is like.
Jesus goes on to say that he and all his followers must do God's work while there is time to do it. God gave men the day for work and the night for rest; the day comes to an end and the time for work is also ended. 
But there is another opportunity we may miss. Jesus Said: " So long as I am in the world I am the light of the world." When Jesus said that he did not mean that the time of his life and work were limited but that our opportunity of laying hold on him is limited. There comes to every man a chance to accept Christ as his Saviour, his Master and, his Lord; and if that opportunity is not seized it may well never come back. 
John 9: 6-12
This is one of two miracles in which Jesus is said to have used spittle to affect a cure. The other is the miracle of the deaf stammerer (Mark!: 33). The use of spittle seems to us strange and repulsive and unhygienic; but in the ancient world it was quite common. 

Spittle, and especially the spittle of some distinguished person, was believed to possess certain curative qualities.  The use of spittle was very common in the ancient world. To this day, if we burn a finger our first instinct is to put it into our mouth; and there are many who believe that warts can be cured by licking them with fasting spittle.

The fact is that Jesus took the methods and customs of his time and used them. He was a wise physician; he had to gain the confidence of his patient. It was not that he believed in these things, but he kindled expectation by doing what the patient would expect a doctor to do. After all, to this day the efficacy of any medicine or treatment depends at least as much on the patient's faith in it as in the treatment or the drug itself.

After anointing the man's eyes with spittle, Jesus sent him to wash in the Pool of Siloam. (See Photos - Siloam) The Pool of Siloam was one of the landmarks, of Jerusalem; and it was the result of one of the great engineering feats of the ancient world. The water supply of Jerusalem had always been precarious in the event of a siege. It came mainly from the Virgin's Fountain or the Spring Gihon, which was situated in the Kidron Valley. A staircase of thirty-three rock-Cut steps led down to it; and there, from a stone basin, people drew the Water. But the spring was com​pletely exposed and, in the event of a siege, could be completely cut off, with disastrous consequences.

When Hezekiah realized that Sennacherib was about to invade Palestine he determined to cut through the solid rock a tunnel or conduit from the spring into the city (2 Chronicles 32: 2-8, 30; Isaiah 22: 9-11; 2 Kings 20: 20). (See Photos - Hezekiah Cutting) If the engineers had cut straight it would have been a distance of 334 meters; but because they cut in a zig-zag, either because they were follow​ing a fissure in the rock, or to avoid sacred sites, the conduit is actually 533 meters. The tunnel is at places only about half a metre wide, but its average height is about 1.8 meters high. The engineers began their cutting from both ends and met in the middle—a truly amazing feat for the equipment of the time.

Jesus sent this man to wash in this pool; and the man washed and saw.

Having been cured, he had some difficulty in persuading the people that a real cure had been affected. But he stoutly maintained the miracle which Jesus had wrought. Jesus is still doing things which seem to the unbeliever far too good and far too wonderful to be true.
Now comes the inevitable trouble. It was the Sabbath day on which Jesus had made the clay and healed the man. Un​doubtedly Jesus had broken the Sabbath law, as the scribes had worked it out, and done so in fact in three different ways.

By making clay he had been guilty of working on the Sabbath when even the simplest acts constituted work. Here are some of the things which were forbidden on the Sabbath. " A man may not fill a dish with oil and put it beside a lamp and put the end of the wick in it." " A man may not go out on the Sabbath with sandals shod with nails." (The weight of the nails would have constituted a burden, and to carry a burden was to break the Sabbath.) A man might not cut his fingernails or pull out a hair of his head or his beard. Obviously in the eyes of such a law to make clay was to work and so to break the Sabbath

It was forbidden to heal on the Sabbath. Medical attention could be given only if life was in actual danger. Even then it must be only such as to keep the patient. from getting worse, not to make him any better. For instance, a man with toothache might not suck vinegar through his teeth. It was forbidden to set a broken limb " If a man's hand or foot is dislocated he may not pour cold water over it." Clearly the man who was born blind was in no danger of his life; therefore Jesus broke the Sabbath when he healed him.

It was quite definitely laid down:" As to fasting spittle, it is not lawful to put it so much as upon the eyelids."
The Pharisees are typical of the people in every generation who condemn anyone whose idea of religion is not theirs. They thought that theirs was the only way of serving God. 

They brought the man and examined him. When he was asked his opinion of Jesus, he gave it without hesitation. He said that Jesus was a prophet. In the Old Testament a prophet was often tested by the signs he could produce. No doubt the man's thoughts were running on these things when he said that in his opinion Jesus was a prophet.

Whatever else, this was a brave man. He knew quite well what the Pharisees thought of Jesus. He knew quite well that if he came out on Jesus's side he was certain to be excommuni​cated. But he made his statement and took his stand. It was as if he said: " I am bound to believe in him, I am bound to stand by him because of all that he has done for me." Therein he is our great example.
Firstly there was the blind man himself. He began by being irritated at the persistence of the Pharisees. " Say what you like," he said, " about this man; I don't know anything about him except that he made me able to see." It is the simple fact of Christian experience that even when a man cannot understand with his intellect, he can still feel with his heart. It is better to love Jesus than to love theories about him.

Secondly, there were the man's parents. They were obviously uncooperative, but at the same time they were afraid. The synagogue authorities had a powerful weapon, the weapon of excommunication, whereby a man was shut off from the congregation of God's people. 

There were two kinds of excommunication. There was the ban, the cherem, by which a man was banished from the synagogue for life. In such a case he was publicly anathe​matized. He was cursed in the presence of the people, and he was cut off from God and from man. There was sentence of temporary excommunication which might last for a month, or for some other fixed period. The terror of such a situation was that a Jew would regard it as shutting him out, not only from the synagogue but from God. That is why the man's parents answered that their son was quite old enough to be a legal witness and to answer his own questions. 
Thirdly, there were the Pharisees. They did not believe at first that the man had been blind. That is to say, they suspected that this was a miracle faked between Jesus and him. Further, they were well aware that the law recognized that a false prophet could produce false miracles for his own false purposes (Deuter​onomy 13: 1-5 warns against the false prophet who produces false signs in order to lead people away after strange gods). So the Pharisees began with suspicion. They went on to try to browbeat the man. 

They were annoyed because they could not meet the man's argument which was based on scripture. It was: "Jesus has done a very wonderful thing; the fact that he has done it means that God hears him; now God never hears the prayers of a bad man; therefore Jesus cannot be a bad man." 
The man who had been blind presented the Pharisees with an argument which they could not answer.
When they were confronted with such an argument, see what they did. First, they resorted to abuse." They heaped abuse on him." Second, they resorted to insult. They accused the man of being born in sin. That is to say, they accused him of pre-natal sin. Third, they resorted to threatened force. They ordered him out of their presence.
