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It is another thing to really mean it and, by God's grace and our own best efforts, to
have accomplished the inner awareness which means we can sustain our commitment.

By giving these matters some Lenten study, we may help stabilise our life in Christ at
a time when many in our Church are a little punch-drunk and disorientated after much
negative publicity.

After all, striving for union with God goes on whatever the circumstances of our
external lives or the particular condition of the Church at the time in which we live.

Perhaps a story makes the point.  A couple of years back I hosted a visit to our
Cathedral by the then Roman Catholic Bishop of Lismore.  Bishop John Satterwaite, a
dear and scholarly soul, reflected on how two very different saints, Augustine in the 4)
and Theresa in the 19), responded to the circumstances of their day.

Augustine as Bishop of Hippo lived in troubled times.  Within the Church he had to
refute the errors of heretics.  On the pastoral level he was taken up with helping the
refugees fleeing from the Vandals as they swept across North Africa.

None of this is even mentioned in his Confessions.  He speaks only of the peace and
joy of a soul at one with God.

St Theresa's life was very different. She was a sensitive soul and the Carmelite
convent in which she spent the last eight years of her life was something of a mad
house.  The Superior pampered her one day as a child and scolded her the next.  There
seemed to be a fair measure of resentment focused on her.  She suffered it all, but none
of it comes out in the "Story of the soul" that she wrote.

There we see how she is concerned only with trying to return to God, the love God had
for her.

Our Australian context is very different to that of Augustine and Theresa, but our
Christian life also focuses on the two Great Commandments.

We continue our living under the Southern Cross. That pattern of stars in the form of a
Cross reminds us Australians constantly that the eternal infinite majesty of God, from
whom all things come, is amongst us as unconditional love incarnate in Jesus.

The Southern Cross, the empty Cross of the Risen One is marked out across the night

sky of our great southern land, as the "the heavens declare the glory of God." (Psalm

19:1)

This historic and cosmic perspective is a healthy corrective to the pressures we might

otherwise feel as contemporary disciples in the Australian Church.  


