Holy Week – Going Further

A session could be held in Holy Week if the group so desires. The group  could further discuss the questions in study 5 to prepare for the Renewal of Baptismal Vows at Easter, if time is needed.

The group could check with the parish priest to ensure that the vows are included at least at one of the  Easter celebrations .

Which celebration? Ask him for copy for the group to look at together.

In addition -

the group may choose to look at a part of the Passion Reading for Good Friday

- John 19: 25-27 - the words of Jesus, as he is dying on the cross, addressed to Mary and the beloved disciple (who is traditionally regarded to be St John).

To note :  the passage is saying more than Jesus making sure that his mother will  be taken care of.

As these two disciples  (Mary and John) stand close to the cross they witness at first hand the dying of Jesus and the very first community of faith and care -a triad- is born.

John and Mary will form the  first household or community of faith in dead and risen Lord.

Here is the seed of the Church - at Calvary.

Questions:

1. What kind of faith do you see in Mary and the beloved disciple at the cross?

2. How do you place yourself in the story? Where do you stand?

3. In what way is your congregation a church of the cross? In other words, how does your community of faith care for each other in the times of  suffering?  How is Jesus present at these times?

3. Do the responses to 1. 2. & 3.  help you prepare for participation in the Renewal of Vows at Easter in any way?

